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with which his views were expressed concerning the necessity for
adaptation to the growth of the world and world change in the
interest of realizing world peace, are a source of gratification. Reply-
ing to Mr. Matsuoka in the same spirit and with the same frankness,
a genuine and durable world peace, in our opinion, cannot be achieved
by other than orderly processes and by dealing fairly and justly,
both of which entail respect for the rights of all concerned and which
allow all nations to attain their legitimate aspirations. Every nation,
including the American and the Japanese, naturally and rightly,
has its aspirations for progress and security. Changes which are
effected to these ends and by these means are healthful and are viewed
with satisfaction by the United States. The fact that there exists
among Japanese and American leaders a zeal for the preservation
of world peace provides an opportunity, taking for granted mutual
goodwill and sincerity, for exploration of a constructive nature in
the direction of advancing relations between the peoples and Govern-
ments of Japan and the United States.
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It would be overstating the case to claim that during the life of
the Yonai cabinet we had been able to erect any structure in
American-Japanese relations, but we had at least laid a fairly
useful foundation upon which some sort of structure might have
been built had that Government continued in office. A typhoon
could hardly have more effectively wrecked a foundation than the
change of cabinet—with all that change implies—now appears to
have accomplished. For at first sight the Konoye Government,
interpreting popular and especially military demand, gives every
indication of going hell-bent towards the Axis and the establishment
of the New Order in East Asia, and of riding roughshod over the rights
and interests, and the principles and policies, of the United States
and Great Britain.
Those Japanese, especially in the Army, who favour such a policy
—and we must now reluctantly accept the patent fact that they are
vastly in the majority—see in the present world situation a " golden
opportunity" to pursue their expansionist desires unhampered by
the allegedly hamstrung democracies. France is out of the picture ;
Holland could do no more than put up a nominal defence of the
East Indies in the fact of Japanese naval and military power ; Great
Britain's hands are tied by the European war, her fleet fully occupied
in the West; while the United States, in the opinion of these
expansionists, dares not get embroiled with Japan while a poten*
tially dangerous Hitler talks of eventually conquering the. Western
Hemisphere. The German military machine and system and their
brilliant successes have gone to the Japanese head like strong wine.
That is the new set-up.   How it will perform in actual practice

